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Rajalingam, 

thanks for me a copy of your Teiugu 

%t Bapu and Menu"". ! have the given in English by 

Prof. I.V.Chaiapati Rao. From, the English Introduction, I am 
to how you with Gandhiji not only 

in the but in several of 

-reforms Initiated by Gandhiji. In that sense^ not 

oniy.a political leader but a philosopher, We of 

writings, since there is an urgent the. of 

Gandhi to sink into our conscience* I congratulate you' on 

your writing which you have been able to do despite your 
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A 

Stiri M.S.Rajalsngam is the President of the Freedom Fighters 
Organisation of Andhra Pradesh and formerly a Minister of P.W.D. and 
Labour. As a Gandhian, he has an ardent desire to share his experiences 
concerning Gandhiji's life and teachings when he lived close to him in 
Sevagram Ashram. As an Octogenarian he goes down the memory lane 
and recollects those good old days when he alojpg with like-souled patriots 
forsook higher studies and comfortable life to join the freedom movement 
under the leadership of Gandhiji. He has written this book irrthe hope that 
.{twill influence and inspire the younger generation of today so tht they may 
realise Gandhiji's greatness and lead useful and value-based lives and serve 
our mother land. It is pre-eminently proper that the title of this semi- 
autobiographical book is "Bapu and r (Bapu - Nenu). 

To grasp the full import of this book, to realise its value and know 
how far away we have drifted from Gandhiji's hopes and expectations, we 
have to assess the current slate of affairs. Gandhiji, the Father of the Nation, 
used to say that Independence should lead not only to political freedom but 
also to social equality and economic justice. He believed in the goal of 
education and health for all and empowerment of the poor and the under 
dog. We too dreamed that the millennium was round the corner and 
Independence would usher in the long-looked for Golden Age. Unfortunately 
India still remained poor snspite of the availability of all the resources required 
for progress and prosperity - man power, capital, natural wealth, science 
and technology. 

It is all the more deplorable that after 53 years of Independence we 
are lagging behind even small countries like Korea, Vietnam, Taiwan and 
Singapore. Apart from unchecked population boom, deep-rooted corruption 
is one of the evils eating into the vitals of our nation. We have drastically 
deviated from the path of Gndhiji, Lai Bahadur Sastry and Vinoba Bhave 
who had led simple lives, practiced Truth and Non- Violence and set a shining 
example in personal rectitude. Never before in history scams and scandals 
of such magnitude rocked our nation as those we witnessed during the 
recent years. The rise of common criminals in political life causes no 
surprise in the present context of value inversions. 

During the last five decades our nation was hijacked into a culture 
of consumerism comonly known as Five-Star Hotel culture. Contractors, 



middle men, scamsters and Wheeler-dealers had a gay time. Opportunistic 
and unscrupulous politicians climbed to the total pole of power and amassed 
wealth beyond known resources and their siblings enjoyed unearned 
privileages. Today our culture leaders are matiny idols of the celluloid and 
'show-biz world. 

jt is in this context that we appreciate the value of the lives of 
, freedom-fighters like Sri Rajalingam who in his twenty second year plunged 
"into the : non-violent struggle for independence and the practice of Gandhiars 
principles by joining the service camps in Wardha and Sevagram. He had 
to wear, a disguise to go to Wardha without attracting the notice of the 
police. He met Swami Ramanand Tirtha, a well-known freedom-fighter 
who gave him a letter of introduction to some one in Wardha. He had to get 
on with a scholarship of Rs.10 per month from Bajaj Trust. 'His training in 
J.C.Kumarappa's Rural School and Parnikar's Diary farm gave him 
knowledge of constructive work, rural economies and Gandhinan concept 
'of Decentralisation. Earlier as a boy he was influenced by the stories about 
'revolutionary heroes like Bhagat Singh, Dutt, Sukh Dev, Raj Guru and Vir 
Savarkar. Now he was directly under the spell of Gandhiji's non-violence 
and constructive programmes. 

' : Sri Rajalingam's experiences in Wardha and Sevagram Ashram 
will have educative value to the student. He could get an opportunity to 
come in touch with great national leaders like Jawaharial Nehru, Satyagrahis 
like Vinobha Bhave and selfless workers like Prabhakarji. He served and 
tended the cows, choose a hut for his dwelling place, lived with the so- 
called 'untouchables', ate a meagre meal and slept a semi-sleep. It was a 
period of hard training which ushered him into closer contact with Gandhiji 
and Kasturba. He even did long-hand writing for pyarelal who had to draft 
important letters for Gandhiji. Although he followed Gandhiji implicitly, he 
maintained his individuality. In a true spirit of service he cheerfully did even 
street .sweeping, scavenging and massageing of the lepors. In fact, 
Sri Rajalingam's own life should be a lesson to the younger generation. As 
Gandhiji said, service is true religion and cleanliness is godliness. Service 
to man is sea'ice to God. 

In a simple language Sri Rajalingam explains the profundities of 
Gandhian philosophy and ethics - the meaning of prayer, the significance 
of fasting, truth, no-violence, non-possession, trusteeship concept, balanced 
diet, Brahmacharya, Naturopathy, Khadi, Swadeshi, Village sanitation, 
equality of all religions, respect for all castes and communities, vow of 
silence, love of God etc. As these are abstract concepts for children to 
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understand, Sri.Rajalingam quoted instances, incidents and experiences 
to illustrate them. In support of his statements the author quoted extract, 
from 'Young India', 'Harijan' etc. He proved that Gandhijs was not always 
rigid in his thinking. His common sense solutionsto intricae and intractable 
problems often brought -to light his inherent qualities of Compassion, 
imagination and humanity. He always tried to choose the right man for the 
right job. For example, he selected Vinoba Bhave as the first person for 
Individual Satyagraha, although Jawaharlal Nehru was his blue-eyed boy ! 

Some of the chapters are characterised by wit, wisdom and humour 
etc., Snake in Kasturba's Kitchen, Kala Venkat Rao's complaint against 
Tanguturi Prakasam, and 'Businessmen are Businessmen 1 (Hotel Keeper 
Fateh- Singh's behaviour) and PyarelaFs Dictation assignment are a few 
examples. There is poignancy in some of the parting scenes, especially 
when Shri Rajalingam had to leave the Ashram to return home with Mrs. 
Rajalingam. Gandhiji, Kasturba, Prabhakarji and many others tried to 
dissuade him from carrying out his decision but they could not change his 
decision. Against the advice of the eiders he started a Khadi camp at 
Mustabad. Subsequently he joined the Quit India Movement in response 
to the clarion call of Gandhiji. 

All things considered, the book "Bapu and I" is a blend of the author's 
own experiences and the fundamentals and essentials of Gandhiji's 
teachings. The reader will find miniature portraits of leaders and remarkable 
persons like Gandhiji, Kasturba, Jawaharlal Nehru, Vinoba Bhave, 
Prabhakarji, J.C.Kumarappa, Pamikarji, Principal Turner etal. . 

The principles of Gandhian philosophy are presented in a simple, 
conversational Telugu to suit the level of comprehension of young readers. 
The way Gandhiji practiced those precepts is represented in the form of 
incidents and experiences so as to motivate the readers in the right direction. 
The book is chapterised into short units to make them pleasant reading. 
The author makes the servious subject interesting so that we realise that 
there are no uninteresting subjects but only ininteresting writers ! 

The book deserves to be on the shelves of all libraries and 
prescribed as a text book for students. 

B4/F1Q-HIG, 

Baghlingampally 

Hyderabad. 

Phone ; 7664682. I.V. CHAJLAFATI RAO 

Editor, TRIVENI" 
3 



OPINION 

- / have read the book "Bapu and I" written by Sri Rajalingam 
the renowned freedom fighter, President of the Freedom Fighters 
Organisation and Former Minister in the Andhra Pradesh 
Government. His biography deals with his intimate association with 
Mahatma Gandhi He came in touch also with great persons like . 
'-Jawaharldl Nehru and Swami Ramananda Tirtha. Following 
Gandhiji's ideals he did scavenging and massaging of lepers in the 
true -spirit of our ancients " &r<3 "fiS &r 1^5". He deals with 
GandhijTs philosophy in simple style and makes it look as if it is 
easy to follow if only one has the will to do so. The book makes 
very interesting reading. In these days we see eruption of violence 
every where, and corruption rampant among ministers, MPs and 
MLAs and bureaucrats. During these fifty years we have forgotten 
Gandhiji The older generation has let us down badly. Still I feel, as 
in the churning of the Ksheera Sagara, when poison emerged first 
and then only nectar, truth and non-violence will come out victorious 
in the end. The hope for the future is in the youth. Our Younger 
generation must be taught the evils of violence and the value of truth 
and non-violence and the value of truth and non-violence. They must 
be taught the virtue of simple living and high thinking. In this effort 

Sri Rajalingam l s book "Bapu andF will be a valuable tool It must 

% 

find a place in libraries in every village, town and city and young 
students in schools and colleges must be encouraged to read this 
booh Sri Rajalingam deserves the praise of every one who is * 
interested in the future of this country for his valuable work. 

Hyderabad - 29. Alladi Kuppuswami 

Phone : 7664688 Former Chief Justice, A.R( RetcL ) 
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MOVING SPIRIT 

I have great pleasure to know about what Sri M.S.Rajalingani 
has written on his life experience and contact with the leaders of the 
days when he was in Wardha, Maganwadi village industries 
Association and also in Sevagram, Gandhi Ashram. I heard him 
read a few pages of the manuscript, also his version of some' of the 
anecdotes relating to his doings and experiences. 

I have known Sri Rajalingani for long when we were 
associated with Khadi prachar work through Khadi Prachar Sangh, 
Warangal, a branch of the Sangh Hyderabad State Organisation 
founded and forwarded by Sri Raniakrishna Dhot of Grama Seva 
Kendram Shivarampalli, Hyderabad. Sri Rajalingam was the moving 
spirit of the Warangal branch in association with his collegues Sri 
Bhandaru Chandramouleshwara Rao, Late Sri Ram Chandramouli, 
Ranganayakulu and P.Venkataiah. Later, they also collectively 
worked to establish Sarvodaya Ashram, in Shambampalli on the 
outskirts of Warangal. During that period I used to visit Sarvodaya 
Ashram frequently and it was then that I had the pleasant privilege 
of hearing a number of such anecdotes relating to his life in 
Maeanwadi, wardha, Sevagram ashram and his close association 

* '' 4 ^ 

with Late Prabhakarjrwho was an image of the ashram and served 
Gandhiji almost till the martyrdom of Mahatma Gandhi. Therefore, 
I have a real insight into the useful content of the book though I did 
not chance to peruse it. In Gandhiji's Ashram and all institutions 
associated with Gandhiji this constructive programme, ashram prayer 
was done both in morning and evening i.e. 'while beginning and 



closing of the days work. The ashram prayer consisted of Ekadasa 
(eleven) vratas and they were intended to be not merely repeated but 
practiced in one's life. As such, it is natural that some of the anecdotes 
dwell upon those and help readers to understand the importance 
and imperatives of practicing the Eleven Sutras. As the incidents 
are of personal experience they are expected to be not only interesting 
but also instructive. 

Hence, I endorse what Pro. I VChalapathi Rao has mentioned 
about its usefulness to students to study them, understand and- 
appreciate their values and imbribe them in their lives - That is 
bound to bring about a healthy change in the atmosphere of 
educational institutions which are now-a-days plagued, with 
corruption, nepotism and violence. I do hope the department of 
Education of the Govt. of Andhra Pradesh will pay heed to the 
suggestion of Prof. I.V. Chalapathi Rao, an Educationist of great 
repute. I also commend the book to the department of Human 
resources, who m ay arrange for copies of the bpok to be kept ;in all 
libraries. I hearily, warmly congratulate Sri MS.Rajalingam on his 

efforts and offer him my sincere thanks on behalf of the generations 

* 
yet to come and who will be immensely be benefited by reading this 

book. 



1-1-336 

Chikkadpally, K. VAIDY^NADHAN 

Hyderabad - 500 020. Chairman 

Phone : 7631285 Acharyakul. 



48 







1914 








1915 






50 





1934 











rpo$ 










o_ 



500 001. 



ca 



51 






Sodo (oP 9 ^ So e9&>#apex> ^cgd" 5 rpo/r>8, 
<D$)Gorr* (^r^do. 

. fb 









Sodo 

1 

Sodo 




^5:75827 




So 
. Sodo 





So 

So efxo. exSS* So 9&>^So SaoSo K>^b^)e) So<iS, 







52 




rro$ 








82 

3-306* e^o 




ao-# 





a'8s>oon'8g 




B6/F2 

Sanjeewareddynagar 

Hyderabad-500 038, fiycs-e 



Ibdb-a^o^SQo-D^ 
















IT 8 









(Mo'^So 



a. 10-10-1999, 



. 3319361 
















8 






a. 10-10-1999 




3319361 ^ ^8& >o<3 



i 



fid 






. 











23 







58 
















=> ex 



6 So, 5$, 




: 7602352. or*. 

' 



59 



Perception and 




Sri M.S. Rajalingarn is a prominent freedom fighter, a promi- 
nent Gandhian and Sarvodaya worker, who conjhineq ff| himstt 
the practical teachings and learnings from Gandhiji and Vmobaji 
which he imbibed during hint prime days, when he spe^t 

; 

two years, in Wardha. His book contains 

out of perception and practice on life 

and observed by him during /f? $t&y <# Wardh under constant 

vigil of Gandhiji, Vmobaji, J.C.Kumamppa and other national 

leaders. 

What amazes me is his breath of vision and simple pre- 

;> ,? '* i .' " " {, t-i I t.f/t :.,'.?* JT JT 

Dentation, he brings to fyear on his experiences at Wartha in Ms 
book. 

Every man endowed with the gift of talenh ha$ an 
obligation to society to give his bes-t to his countrymen regard- 
less of position. Thus, he has done justice to his constituency - 
Gandhian school of thought and aaccountabillty 
Daridranarayana to cany the torch of Gandhian thoughts 
pass on to the young generation which is his life time Ambition, 

Sri M.S.Rajalingam belongs to that old generation of 
Gandhians, who adhen to human values. Sri M.S.Rajalingam is 
worth every page for serious reading. 

" Where is the Wisdom, we have lost in knowledge 
Where is the fCnowledge, we have lost in i 

- T,g 



l-8-48,Chikkadpally, Dn B. Bafyum Verm 

Hyderabad - 20. Member 

Phone : A.P. Commission for Backward Classes. 



A treasure of 




Your book "IJapu and I" is a treasure of Values. After 
reading tiie same 1 have developed a concept to popularise these values 
by various episodes, in Electronic media by introducing characters 
wherever necessary. These episodes can be dubbed in to many 
languages too, This is an idea for consideration only. 

Film & TV Series 

1-5-6/33, Krishna Colony 

Hyderabad - 500 020. Krishna Rati Keshav 

Phone: 76 167 11 Producer & Director. 
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11 Director, Chandra Medical & Health Services, Kakinada. 
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An Insight into Bapu >s Philosophy 

- ** 

The book c Bapu and Myself written by Sri MS.Rajalingam, President 
of the Freedom Fighters Organisation, Hyderabad is unique in the 
sense that it brings out not only his personal experiences with Bapiiji 
but also brings to light some of the unreported insights in to Bapu's 
philosophy and values. When-one reads the"book it revealsthe values, 
commitment and sacrifices our Freedom" Fighters cherished dtid 
adhered to. ' The book will provide enough -material for the younger 
generation to have 'an insight into Bapu's-philosophyand'som&aspiects 
of Freedom Movement. through the personal experience of Sri 
Rajalingam. 

I have been exercising my mind ''for quite some -'time"' as to how we 
may utilise, the experiences-' of our Freedom' Fighters for the National 
Reconstruction and to awaken the youth of this "country. The'tdksis 
urgent inview of the advanced age of the Freedom 1 ' Fighters. Now I 
am happy that this Book' written by Sri M.S.Rajairagam-gairu is -a 
right step in that direction. 

I would like to congratulate Sri Rajalingam garni for his timely attempt 
in writing this Book. 



Chairman,, 

Dr.D.Swaminathan Research Fundatioti. 

Fotoer Member, 
Planning Commission, Govt.of India, New Delhi 



Block 6, Gruhakalpa Complex 
MJ.Road, Nampally, Hyderabad. 
Ph. : 473692, 4736932 
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JUSTICE 

B. P. JEEVAIt 

Chairman, Law Commission of India 




LAW COMMISSION OF INDIA 
SHASTRS BHAWAH 
NEW DELHI -1 tQ 001 
TEL. : 3384475 

Res Ida nc : 

1, JANPATH 
NEW DELHI -110 011 
TIL : 301 9486 . 



January 4, 2001 



Dear Shrs Rajaiingam-Garu, 



read your book u Bapu - Nenu" with great interest. In fact, 1 
finished it at one go, without putting it down. Your experiences at Wardha and 
yiour interaction with Mahatama Gandhi and his followers makes a very 
instructive reading, particularly to those who did not have the good fortune to 
see or interact with Gandhiji. The manner in which Vinobha Bhave was 
selected as the first satyagrafii in preference to Shri Jawahar La! Nehru came 
to" me as a revelation. I was deeply impressed by the letters written by Shahced 
Bhagat Singfr to his mother and to his friend Mr. Jehangir. In the letter 
addressed to .Ms mother, Shaheed Bhagat Singh had expressed his 
apprehension that after India becomes free, as it is bound to, 'brown sahibs* 
will replace the 'white sahibsVwhich seems to have unfortunately come true. 

Gandhijt's refusal to accede to the request of Panthji on the ground that 
any fast undertaken with self-interest is not to be recognized t as well as his 
refusal to allow his hut to be Converted into a pucca house are instances of his 
greatness. The chapter on * &^'*Q ffi~?xr-?. te^jJ'.'W demonstrates the 
great .devotion of the ashramites towards Gandhiji and the manner in which 
Gandhiji dealt with them. It was very touching. 

*.',',,', 

I am sure that the book will *be found interesting, informative and 
instructive by every discerning reader. I must congratulate you on taking the 
trtouble of writing this book which gives to all of us glimpses of the person and 
the character of Gandhiji and of those like you who had the good fortune to 
live with him in his ashram and partake in the activities there. 



With warm regards, 



burs sincerely, 




(Justice B.P. Jeevan Reddy) 



Shri M.S. Rajalingam, 

Former Minister P.W.D. & Labour, 

Advocate, 

H.No.1-1-336/18 

Cfiikkadpally 

Hyderabad 500 020 
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It is a proud privilege for me to go through the Telugu Book on "Bapu and 
I" written by a true disciple of Gandhiji - Shri M.S.Rajaiingamji himself. I 
have known Shri M.S.Rajalingam for over 5 decades very closely and 
intimately. He is among the few. true Gandhians whom I have always 
admired and derived inspiration from his work. Whether in the field of 
constructive work or education, he is crystal clear in his. analysis on all 
knotty problems of the day with a "Gandhian-touch". He has succeeded in 
resolving many deadlocked issues. 

The book is very simple and can be easily read out by even an average 
person. It is again this stamp of Gandhiji that has endeared Shri Rajaiingamji 
to write his memories of the Gandhi, his political mentor, is as simple 

language as Gandhiji did. 

The book contains very very interesting anecdotes and the book is worth 

going through not once but many times to absorb the depth of love and 

affection that*Rajalingamji has for Bapu. The book deals with Gandhiji's 

life and our younger generation must be enabled to know how to fight every 

evil of life and the value of truth and non-violence. 

Shri M.S.Rajalingam deserves all praise for his pioneering work in Mpging 

to light to the knowledge of present generation what Gandhiji meant to him 

and how he could do follow him m letter and spirit. 

Such a marvellous book deserves to be adorned the shelves of all Libraries 

in the State and if necessary some excerpts from the book must be got 

translated in all languages to enable the younger generation in understanding 

Bapu in proper perspective. 

We need Bapu today more then ever before. And, Shri M.S.Rajalingam 

has done yeoman service by bringing out this very valuable book to the 

benefit of the present generation. 

I heartily congratulate tiim for this splendid work and hope that he will 

pontinue to write a few ipore books of the by-gone days where he has played 

a great role in the cause of India's Freedom Movement. 

Jai Hind. 

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan V.HLDesai 

5-94 105, Bhashirbagh, Hyderabad - 500 029. 

Tele: 3237825 
3230755 
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JUSTICE K. RAMASWAMY 




Member 
National Human Rights Commission 

February 7, 2000 



I have the advantage of being together with Shri M.S. Rajlingam, a 
veteran freedom fighter, as government pleaders in the High Court of 
Andhra Pradesh from October, 1 974 onwards. Though he was much senior 
to me at the Bar, he had treated me with courtesy as his brother. Ever since, 
we have been in close contact. I have the advantage and benefited to read 
his experiences with Bapii fvtahatma Gandhiji, the Father of the Nation in 
Sevagram in 1940 and 1941. His varied experiences as a young man with 
veteran freedom fighters detailed in this book not only reminiscences the 
conviction, commitment and dedicated service done to the Nation as 
freedom fighters but also a leaf to take from the book of their lives to 
emulate by the younger generations to discipline themselves with devotion 
and public service. Many among younger generation primarily concern of 
their rights forsaking the duty to the society. Liberty is freedom, freedom 
without responsibility leads to anarchy. India won freedom at the altar of 
sacrifice of countless precious lives of freedom fighters ultimately under the 
leadership of the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhiji. In a free 
democratic polity governed by rule of law, we have adopted Republican 
form of government , assuring to every citi/.cn equality of status and 
opportunity, dignity ofihc individual, liberty and fraternity with justice. 

Ours is a pluralistic society, in particular, I lindu social order is based 
on hierarchical caste structure. Bapujt, the Father -of the Nation, preached 
and practiced abolition of untouchability, now a constitutional right in 
Article 17 of our Constitution. Unequal status undermines dignity of the 
individual, in particular, the weaker sections of the society. Every individual 
is born free but is chained with societal practices hierarchical castes 
practices and unequal economic conditions, poverty, penury, illiteracy and 
squalor. The dignity of the individual is inherent in every person a basic 
human right. It becomes a reality only when every person is treated as equal 
fastering fraternity irrespective of the caste, religion, race, region or 
language. The culture and spirit of human rights faster human dignity, 
equality of status and fraternity. Unfortunately, in 52 years after the 
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independence, we have tended to assert only our rights and forgot to perform 
correlative duty towards our fellow citizens in particular, and to the society 
at large. Even the 10 fundamental duties (10 commandments) mentioned in 
die Article 5I{A) of the Constitution more often are observed in brcacli than 
obeying as fundamental duties, namely, every Indian citizen owes 
fundamental duties to (I) abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and 
Institutions, the National Flag and the National Anthem; (2) cherish and 
follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for freedom; (3) 
uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India; (4) defend 
the country and render national service when called, upon to do so; (5) 
promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the 
people of India transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional 
diversities; to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women; (6) 
value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture; (7) protect and 
improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wild 
life, and to have compassion for living creatures; (8) to develop scientific 
temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform; (9) safeguard public 
property and to abjure violence; (10) strive towards excellence in all spheres 
of individual and collective activity, so that the nation constantly rises to 
higher levels of endeavour and achievement. Therefore, with a view to 
inculcate the need for observance of duties and to abide by the fundamental 
freedoms and human rights, the human right education "and observance of 
human rights culture are absolutely necessary. They should be made as a 
part of our educational curriculum which is now gradually being made part 
of educational programme of action. .This book though short contained 
wealth of details on every facet of life, in particular, duty with dedication 
and pursuit. This book, therefore, fills the gap and serves as a useful guide 
to the reader to emulate the lives of the freedom fighters for developing 
spirit of sacrifice, devotion, duty and dedication. 

Since I am younger to Shri M.S. Rajlingam Gam, I only pray Lord 
Almighty to shower His blessings for good health and long life so that the 
era of genuine and dedicated freedom fighters will be emulated by the 
younger generation to tread their path and serve the society. This book also 
will be a useful edition not only to Telugu literature but also to freedom 
movement as a historical peace of evidence. 



( DR. JUSTICE 
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